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Fig. 1 The lesion of trombidiosis. ( A) The skin papules located mostly on ventral side, lateral side, under side of the
wings, and legs. (B ) Volcano-shaped papule of up to 5 mm in diameter and light yellow in color were found on chicken
skin, 0-8 mites were observed in the center of the papule, as indicated by arrow.

Fig. 2 The larva of Neoschongastia gallinarum (Hatori ). (A) The larva have three pairs of legs and yellow-orange in
color. (200 X ) (B) Histopathological finding of the chigger sucked at the epidermis by its mouthpart. ( H&E; 100 X )

Fig. 3 Morphological features of the trombiculidae larva . Fig.4 Morphological features of the scutum of . gallin-
(I: dorsal, II: ventral, A: gnathosoma, B: podosoma, 11: arum, the shape seemed to be subtrapezoidal. ( 400
ocellus, 12: scutum ) [ » 1995]
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Fig. 5 The lifecycle of chigger mites. Egg, Larva, Nym-
ph and Adult.
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ABSTRACT The poultry farmers in Zuesuei and Yuli of Hualien County complained many papules
on chicken skin in April, 2003. Chickens of the two farms had approximately 70%, 5600/8000 and
10500/15000, of chickens been infested. Volcano-shaped papule of up to 5 mm in diameter and light
yellow in color were found on chicken skin, located mostly on ventral side, lateral side, under side
of the wings, and legs. No death of any chicken was reported, however the market value reduced
greatly. Farmers suspected it was resulted from Marek's disease. Necropsy of infested chickens did
not find any gross lesion of Marek’s disease. Inspection of Animal Health Research Institute showed
a negative reaction to Marek’s disease. Cut off the papule, 0-8 mites were observed in the center
of the papule under binocular dissect microscope. The mite was identified into a chigger mite, Ne-
oschongastia gallinarum ( Hatori) . It had been reported from Taipei County, Taipei City, Taoyuan
County, Hsinchu County, llan County, and Hualien County on Chickens which caused avian trombidi-
osis in 1936 by Sugimoto. It has not been reported for decades in Taiwan. We inform cases happened
recently for poultry farmers and veterinarians to diagnose and to control it. [*Shih-Chiang Kuo, Chyi-
Chen Ho, Ming-Chin Kuo and Richard G. Robbins.Trombidiosis in Native Chicken. Taiwan Vet J 30(4):
301-306, 2004. *Corresponding author TEL : 03-822 7431, FAX : 03-822 1817, E-mail : rove.beetles@
msa.hinet.net]
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